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IIOHAIH  PKGSPEGO^S  III  ^.niE  UNION  OF  30U1'H  .^RICA   -*  


The  recent  floods  in  the  an^:ora  tjoat  bmedirif^^  districts  of  the 
Union  of  South  Africa  T'ill  pro"bn"bly  tend  to  reduce  the  current  clip  to 
some  extent  on  accoiv.it  of  lorses  of  f,-oats,  but  prospects  for  future 
clips  have  been  considerably  bri^ixtened. 

There  are  indications  that  nost  far-ners  have  had  sone  losses  of 
goats,  accordin.^  to  fiirther  reports  on  the  effects  of  the  recent  floods 
in  the  an;-,ora  i^oat  districts  received  in  the  ?oreif,n  Service  of  the 
Sureau  of  Agricultural  licononics.     It  is  iinpospible  to  estimate  v.-hat  the 
total  loss  vill  be  but  it  nay  be  equivalent  to  from  120,000  to  150,000 
pounds  of  firsts,  states  a  report  from  the  Port  Elizabeth  correspondent 
to  the  *./ool  Record  and  Textile  '.'orld  of  May  10,  1928.     An  estimate  of 
suinmer  firsts  (clipped  in  December,  January  and  Februrry,  1927-20)  for 
this  year  is  2,700,000  pounds,  accordin,,'  to  a  cable  of  I'iay  9  to  the  '-'ool 
Record  and  Textile  V/orld.     This  is  s.aaller  than  that  of  last  year  v'hich 
7as  estimated  to  be  not  larf^er  than  froin  2,850,000  to  o,  150, 000  pounds 
and  alinost  40  per  cent  smaller  than  the  averac^e  for  the  5  years  1923  to 
1926  of  4,336,000  pounds.     Thie  clip  of  summer  firsts  usually  constitutes 
about  one-third  of  the  total  mohair  clip  produced  in  the  Union  of  South 
Africa- 
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S^'ery  dam  in  the  rhole  angora  ^-'oat-.-rorint^  district  is  no^'  full 
to  overflowing  and  the  veld  has  been  thorou>^hly  soaked.     The  extreme  hot 
leather  is  over  and  the  position  should  be  absolutely  secure  for  ^^ood 
feeding/;  conditions  \mtil  next  September.    This  should  mean  that  the  per- 
centae^e  of  kids  born  nnd  reared  thir,  season  ^'ill  be  lpr<-{er  than  has  been 
the  case  for  many  years.    Ur.f ortxmately  the  nwiber  of  breedin?:;  eves  is 
smaller  than  for  some  tine  but  the  percentai'^e  of  kids  is  expected  to  be 
hif^her  than  it  has  been.     Tlie  improved  conditions  can  make  no  impression 
on  next  year's  summer  clip  (Decemoer,  January,  i'ebruary,  1923-29)  which 
will  probably  be  nbout  the  sa.me  as  that  of  this  year,  perhaps  even  smaller, 
according  to  reports.    Unless  sometiiing  unforeseen  occurs,  ho^'ever,  there 
should  be  600,0<^0  pounds  of  kid  hair  next  year  instead  of  300,000  esti- 
mated for  this  year  and  also  last,  accordin;^  to  V/ool  Record  and  Textile 
•Vorld.     The  avera<^e  production  for  the  five  years  1923-26  vas  800,000 
pounds. 
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